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Introduction

Sustainable Development (SD) is becoming more and more mainstreamed across the UK and particularly in Wales where the Welsh Assembly Government has a constitutional commitment to SD. Following the National Assembly's lead, other institutions also strive to integrate the principles of SD into their work. The University of Wales Swansea (UWS), for example, has an Environmental Policy Statement which commits the university to best practice according to the principles of sustainable development and pledges to ensure that all students have the opportunity to follow appropriate educational programmes in sustainable development.

As many other groups, institutions and stakeholders strive to become more sustainable, there seems to be a gap between good intentions and practical implementation. This conference, a mixture of key speakers and practical workshops, is intended to fill these gaps by exploring Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), its meaning in the context of Higher, Further and Adult Education, and how we can engage in its development.

In conjunction with the Forum for the Future’s Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability (HEPS) and the staff development units at Swansea Institute for Higher Education, Swansea College and UWS the conference aims to:

1. Fill the knowledge gap: of academics who may not have heard of ESD or who have only a vague idea of what it means in our context and how we can engage in its development.

2. Bring people together: primarily from Wales, who are already actively involved in providing ESD in these sectors, so that the participants can benefit from their experiences and advice.

3. Develop practical steps forward to integrate ESD into current teaching practice. 

The conference is aimed at:

· Higher, Further and Adult Education (HE/FE/AE) staff who want to find out about ESD and how it relates to their professional practice;
· ESD practitioners who want to learn about and share best practice;
· Those involved in education with an interest in ESD;
· Representatives from organisations with an interest in ESD.
Conference objectives:

· You will learn about ESD and its significance for HE/FE/AE;

· You will find out about the work of the Welsh Assembly Government panel on ESD;

· You will be able to network, exchange ideas and question people who have integrated ESD into various educational settings;

· ESD practitioners will be able to take stock and share good practice;

· There will be a strong emphasis on producing practical steps which staff can take to further ESD in their institutions.

Workshop objectives:

· The aim of the morning workshops is to think about the bigger picture: where should our institutions be moving towards in the context of ESD? What are the opportunities and obstacles?

· The aim of the afternoon workshops is to map out the way from today to 2012: what are the practical steps we need to undertake to introduce ESD in our institutions?

Speakers

Jane Davidson is the Assembly Member for Pontypridd and former Deputy Presiding Officer for the National Assembly. On 16 October 2000 she was appointed as the National Assembly Education and Life-Long Learning Minister responsible for all aspects of education, training and life-long learning. 


Jane Davidson is married with three children and lives in Gwaelod y Garth (near Pontypridd). Educated at Malvern Girls' College, Birmingham University and the University of Wales, Jane taught English, Drama and PE at Ysgol Uwchradd Aberteifi and Coedylan School, Pontypridd. Jane is an experienced youth worker and former Cardiff City Councillor. She has been a member of the Arts Council for Wales and its Lottery Board, and most recently Head of Social Affairs at the Welsh Local Government Association.

Lisa Dobbins is working in the National Assembly and prior to that the Welsh Office. She has covered a very broad field of health, housing and environmental policy issues. All have provided direct contact with the voluntary sector over a 20-year period. She now works in the Assembly’s Strategic Policy Unit working specifically on Sustainable Development issues. She is a member of the Advisory Panel on Education for Sustainable Development.


In a voluntary capacity Lisa is Board Member (and ex Chair) of a Cardiff inner city housing association and is an ex school parent governor. 

Dr Andy Johnston is the Deputy Director of the Education Learning Programme at the Forum for the Future. He has responsibility for delivering the Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability. In particular, he is leading initiatives on sustainable construction, reporting, resource and asset management, sustainability auditing, curriculum development and sustainable development research. He has line management responsibility for delivering the Forum Masters course 'Leadership for Sustainable Development'. He has wide experience of environmental management in organisations, and has a PhD in Environmental Performance Indicators. He has developed a postgraduate distance-learning course in Environmental Management for Business and has research interests in sustainability decision-making. He has chaired Local Authority Local Agenda 21 and Planning Committees and helped to establish the Chelmsford Environmental Partnership, a voluntary community organisation.

Professor John Farrar is Director of the Institute of Environmental Science and is also an active member of the Plant Biochemistry & Physiology group at Bangor. Much of the group’s work is concerned with climate change and the effects of increased carbon dioxide levels on plant growth and respiration.

John Farrar obtained his PhD in plant physiology in 1973 at the University of Oxford, and has since worked at universities in London, Tanzania and Liverpool before taking up his appointment at Bangor in 1978. He has over 90 research papers published and numerous book chapters. He is an ex-editor of New Phytologist and a former editorial board member for Plant Cell & Environment. John Farrar has past and present affiliations with various science funding boards including NERC Terrestrial Science Research Grants and Training Committee; Forbairt, Macrobiology Board, Dublin; National Museum of Wales Advisory Committee and Imperial College Advisory Board. He is also a member of WAG ESD advisory panel.

Dr Rolf Jucker is Senior Lecturer in German Studies and Sustainability at the University of Wales Swansea. Since a number of years he is working to turn his university and other UK higher education institutions into more sustainable units, with a particular focus on education for sustainability. He has recently published Our Common Illiteracy. Education as if the Earth and People Mattered (Frankfurt/M., New York, Oxford, Lang, 2002).

Thanks

The organisers would like to express their heartfelt thanks to a number of organisations and people without whom the event would not have been possible.


Firstly, a big thank you is in store for the financial support by HEPS/Forum for the Future. The Higher Education Partnership for Sustainability is a collaboration between Forum and 18 UK Higher Education Institutions (HEIs). Its purpose is to help them deliver their own strategic objectives through a positive engagement with the sustainable development agenda and to share that experience across the sector. A three-year UK-wide initiative, HEPS began in 2000 with financial support from the Higher Education Funding Councils of England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and Forum for the Future.


The Staff Development Units of Swansea Institute of Higher Education, Swansea College and University of Wales Swansea similarly contributed financial help which allowed us to run the event for free. The Staff Development Officer of UWS, Andrew Morgan, was very co-operative and helpful all along. This support is very much appreciated.


The Environment Centre Swansea has kindly donated Fairtrade tea and coffee for the conference.


Special thanks are also due to Sue Lyle, Swansea Institute of Higher Education, who has planned and masterminded the workshops.

Last but not least, the support of SEEF-HE/FE/AE/CE (Swansea Environmental Education Forum - HE/FE/AE/CE subgroup), Elizabeth May (Environment Manager, Swansea Institute), the Catering Department and Sian Longden from the Marketing Department at UWS were vital. Thank you all very much indeed.

Programme

9.00-9.30 Registration + Coffee

You will be allocated a colour on your label when you arrive. Please sit at one of the two tables that match your colour.
9.30-10.00 Welcome – Professor David Herbert, Senior Pro-Vice-Chancellor, University of Wales Swansea

Keynote Speaker: 

Jane Davidson, Minister for Education and Lifelong Learning, Welsh Assembly Government

10.00-11.20
Presentations – in the chair: Professor David Warner, Principal, Swansea Institute of Higher Education

10.00-10.20 Lisa Dobbins, Sustainable Development Unit, WAG

Sustainable Development, the National Assembly and the work of the ESD Advisory Panel to the WAG

10.20-10.40 Dr Andy Johnston, HEPS/Forum for the Future 

What happens after 2003 or How do we mainstream ESD in the tertiary sector?

10.40-11.00 
Dr Rolf Jucker, University of Wales Swansea
A Vision of a Sustainable University.

11.00-11.20 Professor John Farrar, University of Wales Bangor
The Welsh example: BA/BSc in Sustainable Development: how did Bangor do it?

11.20-1.00 
Carousel on key consultation issues (including coffee + tea)
The purpose of this session is to record your ideas for what a sustainable HE/FE/AE institution might look like in 2020. Each of the following headings will be considered in turn: 

· Curriculum – content and methods. RED TABLE

· The hidden curriculum - sustainable messages from institutional practice? ORANGE TABLE

· Responsibility of HE to society – the research agenda. GREEN TABLE

· Citizenship – what responsibilities should FE/HE have for instilling civic responsibility in its students. BLUE TABLE

· What enabling mechanisms do we need to promote ESD in HE/FE? YELLOW TABLE

· What partnerships are possible/desirable? PINK TABLE

NB
It is important to keep to the times allocated. 

1.00-1.45 
Lunch – Please look at posters on display
1.45-4.00
Afternoon workshop: drafting immediate, medium and long term recommendations for change towards sustainable institutions (including tea + coffee).

4.00-4.30
Plenary and departure.

This programme has been printed on 100% recycled paper.


